REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY -
P.O. Box 4024 NS {
4t Street Sinkor, Tubman Boulevard,

1000 Monrovia, 10 Liberia

Office of the Executive Director

27 October 2020

To:  E. Grafakos
The General Secretary of Waste Management Coordination
General Secretariat of Waste Management Coordination
Directorate of Waste Management
Ministry of Environment & Energy
119, Mesogeion Avenue, 115 26
Athens, Greece

E-mail: e, ggafakos@prv.ypeka.gr, ed-HelpDesk@prv.ypeka. gr, a.mouzakis@prv.ypeka.gr

Ref: ILLEGAL SHIPMENT OF PLASTIC WASTE TO LIBERIA

We refer to the above subject matter and various correspondence related thereto.

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) thankfully acknowledges your communication dated
23 September 2020. Appreciative note has been taken of your conclusion that “[....] the Ministry
of Environment and Energy, as competent authority for transboundary waste sh ipments, considers
this waste shipment to be an illegal shipment?.

We note the undertaking made by the Ministry of Environment and Energy of Greece to have the
illegal waste shipped back to Greece as stated in paragraph (3) of the above referenced

communication, together with its consideration of the costs involved in the repatriation of the waste
as stated in paragraph 4).

The Environmental Protection Agency wishes to inform you that in addition to the violation of the
provisions of the Basel Convention and European Union Regulations (EC) 1013/2006 and
1418/2007 as amended by Regulation (EC) 733/201 4, the entity or person that is responsible for
the illegal shipment of the plastic waste to Liberia is also in violation of Section 55 of the
Environmental Protection and Management Law (EPML) of Liberia, and is liable for such

As the Competent Authority in Liberia responsible for the restoration and the implementation of
remedial measures, the Environmental Protection Agency hereby issues notice to the Ministry of
Environment and Energy of Greece of the costs incurred and penalties attached to this illegal
shipment of hazardous waste, This financial liability currently stands at USD 30,265,760 as at

October 27, 2020, detailed as follows: @i
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No. | Description ' Costs Amount (USD)
1.| Impounding of four 40ft USD 60 per container per day | 14,400
containers for the first 60 days
2.| Impounding of four 40ft USD 120 per container per day | 113,760
containers for 237 days
3.| Impounding of four Load Bed USD 200 per truck per day for | 33,600
Trucks 42 days
4.| Anticipated export cost from the | - 54,000
Port of Monrovia to Port of
Athens
5.| Damages under the EPML - 50,000
6.| Damages under the Basel - 30,000,000
Protocol
TOTAL 30,265,760

In view of the foregoing, the EPA requests that:

1. the Ministry of Environment and Energy of Greece take appropriate action to immediately
have the illegal waste shipped back to Greece within a period of 30 days; and

2. the Ministry of Environment and Energy of Greece take judicial notice of the financial
liabilities hereto attached which currently stand at USD 30,265,760.00 (United States Dollars
Thirty Million Two Hundred Sixty Five Thousand Seven Hundred and Sixty) as at October
27, 2020. This amount will continue to increase until this illegal waste shipment is removed
from our jurisdiction, after which an invoice will be sent to you.

cc: Basel Conventlon Focai g t, Lnberla

Planning and Pol@ artment,
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
jnyandibo@epa.gov.lr

Environmental Research and Standards Unit

Compliance and Enforcement Department

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)

mgumbu@epa.gov.lr, mbeyslow@epa.gov.lr, jjallah@epa.gov.lr



Cllr. Musa F. Dean

Attorney General and Minister of Justice,
Ministry of Justice, Liberia

Gardiner Avenue and 9th Street, Sinkor
Monrovia, Liberia

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Libera
Capitol Hill
Morrovia, Liberia

Minister’s Office
Ministry of Environment and Energy, Greece
f.boura@prv.ypeka.

General Secretary of Environmental Inspectorate
Ministry of Environment and Energy, Greece

a.karpodini@prv.ypeka.gr,

Secretariat of the Basel Convention
Avenue de la Paix 8-i4, 1211 Geneve 10, Switzerland
brs@brsmeas.org, juliette.kohler@brsmeas.org

Bamako Convention Secretariat
UNEP, United Nations Avenue
Nairobi, Kenya '
oloo@un.org

European Commission /DG Environment
Waste Management and Secondary Maierials (ENV.B.3)
Av Beaulieu 9, 1160 Auderghem, Belgium

Mattia. PELLEGRINI@ec.curopa.cu, Gael. DE-ROTALIER@ec.europa.eu,
Yorg. AERTS@ec.curopa.eu ;

Stavropoulou Dimitra
Perikleous 19, 155 61 Cholargos, Greece
worlddsf@otenet.gr

Republic Waste Management (Waste Africa) Inc.
Douar Lahfaya km 500, 11 Ain Hallouf Ouied Haddou,
Bouskoura Casablanka, Morocco

jim.ebanks@gmail.com

Basel Action Network (BAN)
Attn. Mr. Jim Puckett, Executive Director
jpuckett@ban org

Greenpeace Greece
Attn. Mr. Alkis Kafetzis, Oceans Campaigner

alkis.kafetzis@greenpeace.org




